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Three-minute PhD 
Romance tragedy of ‘Romeo and 

Juliet Style’, happening in the world 
today and mythological with special 

focus on India and Nepal.

1993
A local issue goes national and 

global.
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Figure 1.1 Methodological Framework 

 

 

METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK 

Qualitative Research 

 

Grounded Theory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phenomenon: Romeo and Juliet style 
romance tragedies India, Nepal, Pakistan 

Individual instinct, Society-driven 

Data: Media reports, Personal 
communications, Legends 

Traditional, Legal, Community, Family 

Analysis – Value analysis relying on universal philosophical values:  

Equality, universalism, pragmatism 

Individual and social justice 

In line with second stream of future research (Denzin and Lincoln, 2005) 

Codes: Real life and legendary stories 

Concepts: What caused the tragedies and the participants’ responses to their situations 

Categories: The stories’ outcomes 

THEORY 

Progression from murder to nonviolence 
based on the interplay of significant social 

and personal factors 

2013 (Jan-May) 4

2012 37

2011 3

2010 5

2009 1

2008 4

2007 3

2006 2

(1993-2005) 6

Media Reports 2006-May 2013.
(First Indian National Press Reports 1993)



Filmmaking 

Khap is a 2011 Hindi film based on the 
Manoj-Babli honor killing, and, Khap
Panchayats in villages of Haryana. 

Reality 

Gudiya and Mahesh Singh 
Divorce or die edict

Mukherjee, U. The Telegraph: getting away with murder < 
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1070206/asp/opinion/story_
7345603.asp > 

Gudiya and Mahesh Singh 
Khap

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1070206/asp/opinion/story_7345603.asp


June 2009.  Amreen and Lokesh chose suicide through 
poisoning. 
In our village, Hindus marry Hindus and Muslims marry 
Muslims. 
It's very sad what happened, but what can you expect? The 
pressure on their families was enormous. They were being 
disgraced and dishonoured.’
BBC News 2009, India's Romeo and Juliet tragedy, BBC News, 
viewed 12 September 2012, 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8109805.stm

Ujjala’s father Ashok, makes steps 
toward tolerance within his 
community.
‘Family social disaster 
but we won’t become violent’
BBC News 2004, Modern love versus old taboo. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/this_world/3732343.stm

Ashok

Elder, Mr Singh 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8109805.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/this_world/3732343.stm


Nepal
Gospel in a nutshell
Village violence
Elopement
Banishment
Reconciliation
Full acceptance

Mamata 
and 
Prateek 
With
Topsy
Evans



Killing to Nonkilling to Celebration -- is a slow generational change

• There are marital taboos in every culture.
• Romance is compulsive. Eros and Rati will continue to be mischievous and shoot

their darts across cultures and social standings.
• Human rights are allowed or withheld by the society or family within which a

person lives.
• Nonviolence is the first acceptable end point in a globalising world, and appropriate

law and order is imperative.
• Family estrangement remains a legal option.
• Reconciliation is good and can happen at any time.
• Acceptance which may involve renouncing previously held convictions is very good.
• Welcome and celebration are ideal.



Safe Houses

Police Guard on your Honeymoon
Safe house for newly marrieds: Haryana

Where to from here?



First Global Refugee Forum, 17 and 18 December 2019, Palais des 
Nations, Geneva
22 August 2019 | Español | يبرع

New Country
Where to from here?

https://www.acnur.org/noticias/press/2019/8/5d5ebe304/el-primer-foro-mundial-sobre-los-refugiados-se-llevara-a-cabo-los-dias.html
https://www.unhcr.org/ar/news/press/2019/8/5d87accd4.html


Refugee Economies in Dollo Ado: Development Opportunities 

in a Border Region of Ethiopia [EN/SO] - Ethiopia | ReliefWeb

https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/refugee-economies-

dollo-ado-development-opportunities-border-region-ethiopia-

enso

Executive Summary  20 dot points

• The next challenge is to ensure sustainable economic 

opportunities for both refugees and the host community by 

creating growth and development within the border economy. 

This will require building on the legacy of the IKEA 

Foundation’s investment and extending its benefits across the 

community. Recognising and building upon the realities of the 

cross-border economy; improving infrastructure and 

transportation; catalysing growth in the digital economy; 

creating viable capital markets; 

developing a formal labour market; moving from a camp to a 

settlement model; and introducing cash-based assistance all 

represent some of the untapped opportunities.

https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/refugee-economies-dollo-ado-development-opportunities-border-region-ethiopia-enso
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New Country

New Country is imagined as  a functional country with an evolving citizenship and UNHCR/UN Governance.

• Personal individual identity. The place to start is UNHCR registration leading to a visa-less UN passport  confirming identity with the 
regional UNHCR office and the United Nations.

• Location. Wherever people are.  This may well be in a UNHCR refugee camp. The possibility of land being leased to UNHCR (to 
enable a UN jurisdiction) for a peppercorn rental exists.

• Survival. Support to come from working together, the local country, and the international community. 

• Community development relying primarily on leadership from within the new community, but with help from outside.

• Education and skill development.

• Internal creativity and leadership getting on with life whatever.

• Application for work visas around the world.

• Participation in international sports/cultural events using visitor visas 

• Internet availability



The little-known visa project bringing highly skilled 
refugees to Australia
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/the-little-known-visa-
project-bringing-highly-skilled-refugees-to-australia

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/the-little-known-visa-project-bringing-highly-skilled-refugees-to-australia


India killing: 'My father ordered my husband's murder' - BBC ...

https://www.bbc.com › news › world-asia-india-45570981

Sep 20, 2018 - On 14 September, Pranay Perumalla was murdered in front of his wife, Amrutha,
in an alleged honour killing.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-45570981
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-45570981


Hinemoa and Tutanekai

Blomfield, Charles 1848-1926


